
	

	

	

Communicating	with	Children	about		
the	Results	of	the	Election	

	
Dear	Loker	Community,	
	
In	the	results	of	every	election,	there	is	a	new	beginning	whether	it	is	a	new	candidate	taking	office	or	the	
anticipation	of	the	next	term	of	the	incumbent	candidate.	This	particular	Presidential	Election	has	
certainly	been	unique.	Unfortunately,	the	dialogue	between	the	main	candidates	has	frequently	been	
very	negative	and	contentious	in	nature.	It	is	clear	from	this	that	there	are	many	issues	that	our	country	is	
currently	divided	about	and	people	have	very	strong	feelings	on	both	sides	of	the	major	issues.	As	a	
result,	after	the	conclusion	of	Tuesday’s	election,	I	led	a	staff	meeting	to	discuss	how	we	address	students	
about	the	results	of	the	election	because	we	anticipated	that	students	would	arrive	on	Wednesday	
morning	discussing	the	topic	regardless	of	who	won.	Students	had	the	opportunity	to	debrief	and	share	
their	reflections	in	their	classrooms	at	morning	meeting.	We	then	proceeded	into	our	regular	classroom	
routines	and	procedures	as	students	found	comfort	in	a	sense	of	normalcy.	Regardless	of	which	
candidate	won,	we	recognized	that	some	students	may	have	anxious	thoughts	about	what	lies	ahead.	
Therefore,	I	believe	that	it	is	critically	important	to	remind	students	about	how	a	President,	while	an	
extremely	important	person,	is	just	one	person	in	our	system	of	government.		We	are	a	democracy	and	
possess	a	“check	and	balances”	system	with	our	three	branches	of	government,	executive	(President	and	
nearly	5,000,000	employees),	judicial	(Supreme	Court	and	lower	courts)	and	Legislative	(Senate	and	
House	of	Representatives)	As	a	result,	it	involves	a	lot	of	people	to	make	laws	and	Presidents	cannot	
make	laws	without	a	lot	of	support	and	opinions	from	other	people.	Likewise,	as	Loker	families,	you	can	
reassure	your	children	that	Loker	is	still	a	positive	and	safe	place	to	attend	school.	The	school	is	not	going	
to	change	as	a	result	of	this	election	and	our	core	values	will	still	be	PRIDE.	We	are	always	going	to	
protect	your	children	and	provide	a	meaningful	and	engaging	learning	environment	for	them.	
	
I	also	believe	that	this	election	provides	an	excellent	learning	opportunity	for	the	students.	As	adults,	I	
think	we	can	model	how	we	can	win	or	lose	gracefully	with	respect	for	our	opponent.	Beyond	elections,	
this	can	certainly	be	modeled	with	sports	and	other	competitions.	As	I	noted	in	the	October	Newsletter,	it	
is	important	for	students	to	understand	people	can	debate	or	disagree	respectfully	as	that	is	a	hallmark	of	
our	democracy.	The	students	did	a	terrific	job	of	modeling	this	at	both	our	September	28th	and	November	
2nd	School	Meetings.	See	the	following	links:	September	28th	School	Meeting:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KHHT7q98on4&feature=youtu.be	(Debate	begins	at	the	2:01	mark)	
November	2nd	School	Meeting:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4jpINPcOqo&feature=youtu.be	
(Debate	begins	at	the	8:58	mark)	I	believe	that	future	candidates	can	learn	a	lot	from	our	Loker	students	
about	the	way	how	to	conduct	themselves	when	sharing	viewpoints	on	issues.		
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Similarly,	this	election	provides	an	opportunity	for	the	students	to	further	develop	resiliency	skills.	For	the	
children	who	are	disappointed	in	the	outcome	of	the	election,	this	is	an	opportunity	to	unify	them	to	give	
their	personal	best	and	overcome	adversity.	Having	reflective	conversations	utilizing	targeted	language	
such	as	“wanted	change	vs.	unwanted	change”	and	helping	students	develop	coping	skills	in	navigating	
the	very	natural	feelings	that	they	are	currently	experiencing	is	crucial	to	their	development.	For	students	
who	are	excited	about	the	outcome	of	the	election,	it	is	important	for	them	to	recognize	their	feelings	of	
happiness	while	practicing	and	further	developing	their	compassion	skills	for	those	who	might	be	upset	
about	the	result.	I	also	think	that,	given	the	Democratic	President	Nominee,	it	is	important	to	empower	
children	that	a	woman	came	incredibly	close	to	being	the	President	of	the	United	States.	In	fact,	she	has	
more	votes	in	the	national	poll	than	Donald	Trump.	This	means	that	a	woman	can	indeed	be	President	of	
this	country.	Imagine	if	Jane	Addams	could	see	how	far	we	have	come	as	a	society?	In	addition,	we	just	
had	eight	years	of	an	African	American	President.	I	guarantee	that	this	made	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	
incredibly	proud	for	the	civil	rights	that	he	fought	so	vigorously	for	in	providing	all	citizens	with	an	
opportunity	to	participate	fully	in	our	democracy.		
	
Furthermore,	as	many	of	you	may	have	seen	at	this	summer’s	Rio	Olympics,	there	was	a	powerful	
moment	when	two	runners	collided.	Abbey	D’Agostino,	a	United	States	runner,	got	up	and	did	not	
continue	in	the	race	until	she	knew	that	Nikki	Hamblin	from	New	Zealand	was	going	to	be	okay	and	
encouraged	her	to	show	determination	and	finish	the	race	("Get	up,"	she	told	her.	We	have	to	finish	
this.")	Please	see	following	video	link	that	depicts	this	
scene,		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCVlRFWOjgE		It	is	this	type	of	sportsmanship	and	
teamwork	in	very	intense	times	that	gives	me	hope	that	our	nation	can	successfully	navigate	the	future	as	
a	community.	Our	children	need	to	understand	that	regardless	of	our	beliefs	that	we	are	all	in	this	
together	and	need	to	support	one	another.	Modeling	compassion	and	perspective	taking	is	essential	part	
of	this	process.	Students	need	to	learn	to	“look	out	the	window	instead	of	in	the	mirror.”	In	closing,	I	
found	this	article	from	Allison	Slater	Tate,	who	is	a	correspondent	to	the	Today	Show,	to	be	really	helpful	
in	reflecting	on	how	to	speak	with	students	about	the	election	outcome.	Please	see	link	below.	
http://www.today.com/parents/how-talk-your-kids-about-election-results-t104827	
	
As	a	school	community,	I	am	very	confident	that	we	will	move	forward	successfully	in	educating	students	
how	to	be	compassionate,	productive	and	active	citizens	in	our	society.	I	am	grateful	for	your	support	and	
continued	collaboration.	
	
Sincerely,	
Brian	
	 	



SECTION	2:	
NEWS	FROM	THE	HEALTH	ROOM	

Health	Room	News-	November	2016	

																																																																	 	
	
I	hope	this	finds	you	all	healthy!		We	are	beginning	to	see	cases	of	coughs	and	colds,	as	well	as	a	few	cases	of	strep	
throat.		You	may	be	aware	that	strep	does	not	always	present	with	a	fever,	and	there	may	not	be	a	sore	throat.		
Other	symptoms	of	strep	throat	are:	
	 *headache	
	 *stomach	ache	with	or	without	vomiting	
	 *swollen	neck	glands	
	 *enlarged	tonsils	
	 *unusual	rash	
If	your	child	is	confirmed	to	have	strep	throat,	please	contact	me.		It	will	help	to	minimize	the	spread	and	help	
prevent	recurrent	cases.			 	
	
When	should	I	keep	my	child	home	from	school	due	to	illness?		Please	keep	your	child	home	if	she/he:	
	 *has	vomiting	or	diarrhea			
	 *has	an	oral	temperature	of	100.4	degrees	or	higher		
	 *has	a	severe	sore	throat			
	 *has	pink	bloodshot	eyes	with	yellow	or	green	drainage		

*has	just	begun	antibiotics	(must	be	on	for	24	hours	before	returning	to	school).		
	
Students	must	be	free	of	vomiting	or	diarrhea	and	be	fever	free	for	24	hours	without	the	use	of	fever	reducing	
medication	before	returning	to	school.		We	appreciate	your	adherence	to	this	policy	to	help	reduce	the	spread	of	
illness.				
	
Flu	Information:  The	CDC	recommends	that	everyone	6	months	and	older	get	vaccinated.	   
Is	it	a	cold	vs	flu?	:		http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/cdc/flu/cold-flu-comparison.pdf 
	
Head	Lice:		Parents	should	check	their	child’s	head	as	part	of	their	daily	routine	at	home.		Early	detection	for	head	
lice	helps	to	prevent	additional	cases	from	occurring	in	a	classroom.			Educational	information	is	available	in	our	
Loker	Family	Handbook	or	can	also	be	found	at:		

www.cdc.gov/lice/head/factsheets.htm	
www.headlice.org	
http://www.webmd.com/children/ss/slideshow-lice-overview	

	
Other	Important	Info:	
Please	be	sure	that	your	child	is	appropriately	dressed	with	the	colder	days	ahead	(coats,	hats,	mittens,	etc).		
Children	in	the	lower	grade	levels	should	have	a	change	of	clothes	available,	placed	in	their	backpacks	in	the	event	
that	clothes	get	wet	during	the	school	day.		This	will	save	a	call	home	and	trip	to	school	during	the	day	for	you.	
			
As	always,	I	am	available	daily	if	you	have	any	questions	or	concerns.		Have	a	wonderful	,	restful	Thanksgiving	
Recess!	
	
Jennifer	McLeod,	RN	
Jennifer_mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us	
508-358-8614	
	 	



SECTION	3:	

NEWS	FROM	OUR	SPECIALISTS:	
Art	room	news:	
	

	
	

			

Grade	K-2	Students	looked	at	Gustav	
Klimt’s	paintings	before	designing	a	
blanket	using	patterns	and	using	
metallic	paints.	Ask	them	why	this	
was	important	in	relation	to	Klimt’s	
paintings!	

Gr.	k-2	students	have	begun	working	
with	collage.	Above	is	first	grader	Adajah	
working	on	his	salamander	collage.	

Left:	Ms.	Wyner’s	kindergarten	class	
working	on	their	first	day	of	collage.	

Grade	3	Students	finished	a	three	step	project.	They	started	by	
designing	a	sneaker	that	could	help	increase	abilities.	They	had	to	use	
their	sneaker	idea	to	create	a	character	that	would	wear	them.	The	
story	above	the	sneaker	shows	the	character	and	sneaker	purpose/use.	
The	last	step	was	to	tell	the	viewer	what	they	would	need	to	know	
when	looking	at	the	art	work.	



	

                                                 
  

Fourth	graders	have	been	working	on	a	
comic	project.	The	cover	is	being	colored	
digitally	using	Pixlr.com.		
	

	Jeremy	and	Ravina	are	working	hard	on	
their	covers.	

	Abby	and	Cora	are	working	on	their	covers.	

	

Luke	and	Michael	working	on	the	drawing	portion	
of	their	comic.	

	

Fifth	grade	students	worked	on	
creating	an	imaginary	machine	using	
forms.	They	continued	to	look	at	
shadow	and	how	a	single	light	source	
can	help	in	making	objects	appear	to	
be	3D.	The	machines	are	each	unique	
in	their	design	and	purpose.	Please	
check	out	the	Loker	Art	webpage	for	
more!	



 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 
Grade 1: 

Students finished a Digital Citizen unit and have been practicing 
using “just right” websites.  We are now starting to learn some 
programming basics by moving a turtle to a pond using the program 
called TurtlePond by Illuminations.  Next, we will move to the 
Beebots and learn how to program them. 

Grade 2 

L A R K  

The Second Graders have been using “just right websites. They just finished 
drawing self-portraits and one statement of what makes each of them a 
good digital citizen using KidPix.  

Grade 3:  

The third grade students have been using the Google Apps accounts and learning how to use Google 
Drive and Google Docs.  They have just finished a formatting assignment using the digital safety 
acronym LARK, which reminds them of the rules to follow in order to be good digital citizens. 

Grade 4:  

Students are continuing to learn and 
explore more about Google Drive. They 
have learned how to take and insert a 
picture of themselves into a Google Doc 
and have written about rules that we 
have  

Grade 5: 

Grade 5 students have taken their benchmark typing test with All The Right Type and have a goal of 
20-25 words per minute by June. Typing progress will be sent home in the January/February time 
frame.  Students can practice using their login at home from the Loker website under “For 
Students”, and choosing the All The Right Type link. 5th 
grade students have been moved from a junior level to a 
standard level within ATRT, which is better suited for 
their current age and ability.  Students have also 
completed their digital citizen “selfies” inserted them into 
a Google Doc and wrote a paragraph on what rules they 
follow to be a good digital citizen.   

	 	



	
LOKER	SCHOOL	MUSIC:	
	
Kindergarten - Kindergarteners have been working very hard on singing, moving to music, and practicing 
keeping the beat.  We are also preparing for our upcoming performance at November’s school meeting!   
 
1st Grade - First graders are also preparing for the school meeting performance and learning a lot of new 
songs.  We’ve been having a lot of fun playing the boomwhackers and performed a song with them for the 
first grade teachers!   
 
2nd Grade - Second graders are continuing to learn about the relationship between music and 
storytelling.  We have been listening to a variety of songs and trying to gather what is happening in the 
story based on the music we are hearing.  We are also working on our upcoming performance for 
November’s school meeting!  
 
3rd Grade - Third graders have continued to work on their note reading and rhythm in preparation for 
strings and recorders!  We have also been working on our singing and xylophone playing technique along 
with preparation for our performance!   
 
4th Grade - Fourth graders are continuing to study the instruments of the orchestra, and have been 
practicing identifying the different instruments by ear.  We also discussed how the instruments are made 
and produce sound.  Fourth graders will be performing America the Beautiful at school meeting and have 
been working hard to learn the song and the American Sign Language symbols that accompany it.   
 
5th Grade - Fifth graders are continuing to learn about rhythmic and melodic ostinatos.  We have been 
practicing these techniques through singing and playing a variety of classroom instruments.  Fifth graders 
are also performing America the Beautiful with sign language and have been working very hard to prepare 
for this performance.  
 
Chorus - Chorus students are working extremely hard to prepare for their upcoming concert in December, 
along with a performance at The Children’s Way.  They are sounding fantastic and we can’t wait to 
showcase our hard work at these performances!   
 
3rd Grade Strings - Third graders are learning their notes on the D and A strings and have learned how 
to play Hot Cross Buns, Lightly Row, and Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.  The students are working so hard 
and we are very excited for our upcoming December concerts! 
	
Orchestra: 
Loker 4th and 5th grade string players are hard at work preparing for the winter concert!  4th graders have 
been mastering natural notes and key signatures; 5th graders are working on flats and really digging into 
orchestra music.  Please help your string player find a regular time to practice each day -- it really makes 
a difference!  And be sure to read my weekly blog posts on the Wayland Strings website!- Ms. Tandon 
	
Band: 
SAVE THE DATE!  The Loker Winter Band Concert will be at the Middle School this year.  We will be 
playing with the Happy Hollow Band!  The concert will be on Monday, December 12th at 7:00 
pm (6:30 report time).  See you there! 
 
  

	 	



 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

Kindergarten students are becoming expert book selectors!   We continue to review book care and 
library expectations.  This month we explored books about friendship and learning about characters 
in a book.   Please remember:  if a student forgets one book they may browse for a book to keep in 
the classroom.  If a student has two books out they are still able to browse and read library books 
during their library class, however books must stay in the library.  

 

 

														  

 

 

 FIRST GRADE 

First Grade students continue to explore the 
difference between fiction and non-fiction.   
We share facts that we find from non-fiction 
books.   Our next subject is TURTLES!   In 
the upcoming weeks we will be writing letters 
to our new pen pall SPIKE!    

 
	

 

HAPPY 
NOVEMBER! 

Here’s what’s 
Happening in our 

Library! 



 

SECOND GRADE 

Second grade students have been reviewing Folk Tales, Fables and Tall Tales.   In the upcoming 
month we will be working on an author study of Cynthia Rylant.  We will compare and contrast her 
books and contact her for feedback!    

THIRD GRADE 

Third grade students are starting an on-going project on learning how to use print resources.   This 
will assist in laying a foundation for future research projects.  We are also reviewing genre—this 
month’s genre was Mystery! 

FOURTH GRADE 

Fourth grade scholars are showing their leadership skills by providing literature reviews in many 
different forms.   We will continue this with our book trailer project that we will work on 
throughout the year.      

FIFTH  GRADE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	 	

Our Fifth Grade Library Leaders 
continue to use Library class and 

independent library time for research 
projects and independent reading 

selections. 

As Always, thank you to our wonderful 
volunteers!  We have had many new 

books added to our library collection 
and they could not have made it to the 

shelves without our fabulous volunteers.  
We can always use more volunteers!  

Helping out in the Library is a great way 
to be a part of your child's school day 
and it is fun!   If you are interested in 

volunteering please contact me at 
susan_allen@wayland.k12.ma.us.   

 Thank you!!!! 



	
SECTION	4:	

	

From	the	Loker	Guidance	Nook:	
	
This month's guidance lessons have focused on a number of topics.  The younger grades 
have been working on identifying the size of various problems and then matching the size 
of the reaction to the size of the problem.  It would be very unexpected to act as though 
nothing was happening if you smelled smoke in the house, instead you would react 
quickly and call emergency support personnel.  Similarly, if a person broke a pencil while 
working, having a loud, very big reaction would be unexpected.  Students delighted in the 
role plays that teachers presented as they learned about matching the size of the problem 
to the size of the reaction. 
 
Students in the upper grades have continued to focus on personal goals and self-
reflection.  Becoming aware of what challenges each individual faces and goal setting to 
improve on areas where each person wishes to grow will lend to each child's impact on 

the school community as a whole.  Ways to achieve goals that have been set will guide many of the lessons throughout 
the school year. 
 
As the holiday season is in gear, remaining mindful of the joys and stresses that accompany this time of will be the focus of 
the coming guidance lessons.  Ensuring that students have the strategies to clearly communicate their needs, thoughts, 
concerns, and feelings will be essential elements of classroom shares throughout the season as we move forward through 
the year.  
	
 

	


